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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicant's 
admitted prior art (AAPA) in view of US2003/0171948. 

AAPA as found on page 3, lines 6-27 of the specification, discloses a method of 
converting an original product into a modified product. 

AAPA fails to teach the steps of applying over the product label a conversion label, the 
conversion label defining a cut-out portion disposed to permit viewing of the one item of 
permanent information on the original product label; and applying to the conversion label at least 
one item of information unique to the modified product. 

'948 teaches the steps of applying over the product label a conversion label, the 
conversion label defining a cut-out portion disposed to permit viewing of the one item of 
permanent information on the original product label; and applying to the conversion label at least 
one item of information unique to the modified product (Fig. 4; paragraph [42]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to employ the steps of applying over the product label a conversion label, the 
conversion label defining a cut-out portion disposed to permit viewing of the one item of 
permanent information on the original product label; and applying to the conversion label at least 
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one item of infomiation unique to the modified product, as taught by '948 on the method of 
AAPA so as to eliminate the need to produce and apply an over label for each product (abstract). 

Regarding Claim(s) 2,3,6 and 7, '948 teaches: the one item of permanent information 
comprises a code representative of the date of manufacture of the original product; the one item 
of information unique to the original product comprises an original product identification code 
representative of the configuration of the original product, and the item of information unique to 
the modified product comprises a new product identification code representative of the 
configuration of the modified product; the step of applying the conversion label includes the step 
of adding to the conversion label an indication that the step of converting has been performed by 
an entity who is authorized to perform such a conversion; and the conversion label is provided 
with an adhesive backing to facilitate application of the conversion label over the product label. 

Regarding Claim(s) 4,5 and 8, step of: utilizing the new product identification code to 
decrement an inventory count for the new part; utilizing the original product identification code 
to increment an inventory count for the old part, and utilizing the new product identification code 
to decrement an inventory count for the new part; and the product label being attached to the 
original product by means of a plurality of fasteners, and the conversion label is configured to 
avoid interference with the fasteners are well known in the art and It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ these well known 
method on the AAPA so as to accurate inventory control and durably attach the labels on the 
product. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John C. Hong whose telephone number is 571-272-4529. The 



examiner can normally be reached on M-F(07:00-16:30)First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on 571-272-4526. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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